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10 Then the leaders brought forward offerings for the dedication of the Allar on the day it was
anointed, and the leaders brought their offering before the Altar.

"W HASHEM said lo Moses, “One leader each day, one leader each day shall they bring their
offering for the dedication of the Aitar.”

12 The one who brought his offering on the first day was Nachshon son of Amminadab, of
the tribe of Judah. '* His offering was: one silver bowl, its weight a hundred and thirty [shekels];
and one silver basin of seventy shekels in the sacred shekel; both of them filled with fine flour
mixed with oil for a meal-offering; '* one gold ladle of ten [shekels] filled with incense; '* one
young bull, one ram, one sheep in ils first year for an elevation-offering; 'S one he-goat for a
sin-offering; '" and for a feast peace-offering: two cattle, five rams, five he-goals, [ive sheep in
their first uear — this is the offering of Nachshon son of Amminadab.

[ "
® This was the dedication of the Altar, on the day it was anointed, from the leaders of Israel:
welve silver bowls, twelve silver basins, twelve gold ladles; each bowl! was one hundred and
‘hirty silver [shekels] and each basin was seventy; all the silver of the vessels was two thousand,
four hundred in the sacred shekel. 8 Twelve gold ladles filled with incense, each ladle was ten of
the sacred shekels; all the gold of the ladles was one hundred and fwenty [shekels]. 8 All the
livestock for the elevation-offering: twelve bulls, twelve rams, twelve sheep in their first year, and
their meal-offerings; and twelve he-goals for a sin-offering. ® All the Iiuest‘ock for the fea.?t
peace-offering: twenty-four bulls, sixty rams, sixty he-goats, sixty sheep in their first year — this
was the dedication of the Altar after it was anointed.

! Tocws 'ﬁv:

Could the Torah not have saved myriad words by includir;g all

the korbanos of the nesi'im in severul pesukim, beginning: "This is

what all the nesi’im offered...”? Furthermore, we might very well

wonder why the nesi’im chose to offer identical korbanos. Did they

not wanl to express their individuality?
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The Midrash explains that even though the twelve offer-
ings were identical, each alluded to the special mission of its
tribe, so that each was unique in its spiritual essence, This is
why the Torah describes each one separately in virtually
identical verses.

Everyone who brings an offering must bear sincere inner
feelings of repentance and desire to draw closer to God. The
tribal leaders brought such personal devotion with their
offerings, each according to the unique mission of his tribe,
Thus, the tribal leaders brought both their inner desires and
their tribal missions to the joint national goal of inaugurating
the Tabernacle. And in this way all the tribes were combined
into a spiritual and physical spectrum, a combination of

' spiritual and temporal potential and attainment in the com-
' bined service of the national destiny. This is the significance

T

of Ramban's statement that the Torah listed each offering
separately, and then gave the sum of all twelve offerings (see
notes to vs. 84-88). Each leader brought the spiritual striving
of himself and his tribe — and shared them with the nation
(R" Yosef Douw Soloveitchik).
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bestowing honor to those who fear Him, as it says (I Samuel 2:30): for I honor those who honor
all the leaders brought
7 ‘ _ i OTIP R X RS N
™an? - but it was impossible that one should not precede his fellow in the actual offering.
So [God] honored those tribes that had precedence in the
with precedence in this matter of the days of offering. 48
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on the same day this offering upon which they agreed together,
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matter of the divisions?

e 53 5w i wanTta 03T LI93 DRYa oG — However,
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simply mention and honor the first one, saying,
Amminadab,” and say afterward,
day."
others’ honor.
84), [God] went and combined them®
blessed is He.
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disqualification befell them. (Sifrei on verse 84 [§53]).
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[God| wished to mention all [the
leaders] by name and their offerings in detail and to mention separately each one’s day,
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“This is the aﬂ'erz'ng of Nahshon son of
“And so each of the leaders offered, each man on his
OMNRT T3 TP 1m0 — since that would have been an abridgement of the
T3 mab obipw w1 0%a 13 MmnY 19991717 12 M08 — And afterward
to teach that all of them were equal before Him,
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[the Sages] said there in Sifrei: With the words from the leaders of Tsrael {v 84)
teacpes that just as [the leaders] were all equal with regard to the idea of these!
offerings,” so were they all equal with regard to the merit of bringing those
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R’ Shimshon Pincus (Tiferes Shimshon, Nasso, pp. 56-60) draws a
similar lesson, but with a somewhat different focus.

It often happens that a person will awaken Lo the need to enrich his
spiritual life, to mave closer to God. To this end, he might resolve to
do something “extra,” something beyond what “everyone” does —for
example, to recite a few chapters of Tehillim after the standard prayer
service.

The tribal leaders of our passage adopted a different approach.
Despite adhering to a standard formula for their offerings, these lead-
ers found ample room for individuality and self-expression — if not in
the external form of the offerings, then in their inner, spiritual form,
as shaped by the motives and aims, the thoughts and emotions, with
which they performed this act of service to God.

t emerges, then, that one does not have to do anything different in
order to forge his own path of spiritual growth. We can simply concen-
trate on the routine actions and observances that we have in common
with our fellow Jews, and individualize them with our own private mus-
ings, in our own thought world, about what they mean to us and how
they can change us.

In this way, if a reinvigorated Jew wishes to elevate himself to a
_higher plane, he can, start at the beginning, with the simple wake-up
7~ prayer of Modeh Ani — by reciting it alertly, with an open-eyed ap-
preciation for the fresh gift of life he has received, Continuing with
the morning blessings, he can ponder the many signs of God's Kind-
ness in the physical, mental, and spiritual faculties that enhance
his life and give it meaning. Along the same lines, he can take a
new look at the daily prayers, breathe new life into his Torah study,
and infuse a new spirit of caring and consideration into his family
life.

The result will be a Jewish existence that is inspired and individual- )

ized on the inside, while modest and unobtrusive on the outside. It will
be a life full of inner vitality, depth, and devotion — the ingredients of
true human greatness before God.
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This, then, is the progression of our parsha, moving from the nazir—

an individual who secedes from the community, to Kohanim—who are

distinct from the community, but act for the interests and benefit of
the community, and culminating with the Nesiim —individuals whose

attachment to the community endowed their actions with communal
status and potency.
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The offerings of the Nesiim are repeated in our parsha twelve times
over. When the Torah repeats something, it is in order to indicate that

that thing is particularly beloved in Hashem'’s eyes. In this instance, the

Torah presents each Nasi's offering in all of its details, identical to those
of his colleagues, for this is what is so beloved to Hashem—that each of

these individuals acted with the totality of the Jewish__l’eoplé.in mind

)

(

As far as the Torah is concerned, each day's repetition develops the

melody of unity, a melody played out over the course of a twelve-part

symphony. Truly, there is no more beautiful sound.

= "

31

THE INSIDE STORY
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Israel is G-d's “one nation on earth™: comprised of individ-

%ual human beings, each with his own distinct mindset,

character, temperament, talents and aptitudes, vet united
by a common essence and calling.

There are two aspects to this vision of an assemblage of
individuals as a singular entity: interdependence, and inher-
ent synonymy.

~/ a) Interdependence: Because we share a common goal,
and because we each have a crucial role to play in the

gachicvement of this goal, millions of diverse individuals
complement and fulfill one another to create a single entity.
In other words, the differences themselves are what create
the unity. Since the entity “Israel” and what it stands for
would be incomplete were even a single Jew to be missing
from the equation, no Jew is fully Jewish without his rela-
tionship with every other Jew.

— This is what the nessi'im demonstrated with their gift of
“six covered wagons and twelve oxen, a wagon for each two
of the nessi'im, and for each one, an ox.”" True, we are com-
prised of various “tribes," each distinguished by its particu-
lar character. True, we each bring our own unique contribu-

tion to the fulfillment of Israel's mission: Judah the might
and majesty of a lion, Naphtali the swiftness of a gazelle,
Dan the ingenuity of a snake; Issachar produces scholars,
Zebulun merchants, Asher olive-growers, Gad warriors,
Menasseh shepherds and Simon schoolteachers.’ Yet we
recognize that while we each have been blessed with some-
thing our fellow “tribes” do not have, it is they who provide
us with what we lack. Half a wagon is useless—we must
combine our gifts in order to have something with which to
transport the "Tent of Meeting” in our journey through the
spiritual desert that is our material world. And while we
may perhaps be able to produce a complete “"ox” by our
own efforts, it takes two oxen to pull our common wagon.

3¥  b) Inberent Synonymy: The second vision of unity posits
that underneath it all, the many and diverse vocations and
personalities that make up the Jewish nation are all expres-
sions of a single essence. It is not only that all these lives
combine to form a collective endeavor (as with the oxen
and wagons), but that they are originally and intrinsically
K one. The nation of Israel is a single soul shining through a
many-faceted prism: while each facet unleashes its individ-

ual collage of hues in the ray it refracts, the light they are all

convey is one and the same.

(.f",}{.al “Tent of Meeting.”

7 _Thlsg the idea expressed by the second group of offer-
ings brought by the nessi'im. The offerings were all exactly

ﬂ‘the same, down to the weight of the silver in each plate and

the age of each lamb. Incredibly, the Torah, which is often
so “mincing” with words that it expresses many complex
laws with a single added letter, recounts the offering of
each tribe separately, repeating the lengthy list twelve
times! Thus it expends seventy-tv -two “extra” verses in its ac-

count of ‘these offerings, makmg_ the section of Nasso

(Numbers 4:21-7:89) the longest in the Torah (176 verses).

In its commentary on these verses, the Midrash ex-
pounds on the allegorical significance of these gifts, Each
and every detail of these thirty-five items—the type of ves-
sel, its material, its weight, the species of the animal offer-
ings, their number, their age, etc.—symbolized something.
But to each tribe they symbolized something else. To
Judah, the tribe of kings and lawgivers, they represented
different aspects of their role as sovereigns and leaders: to
Issachar, it all pertained to scholarship and Torah study;
and so on.’

This explains the twelve-fold “repetition” of the tribes’
gifts. The Torah wishes to emphasize that each tribe -
brought its own experience and perspective to its offering.
The very same act was differently colored by the individual

nature of each of its actors: each was expressing the same
eternal truth via his own personality and lifestyle.

to

END AND MEANS

Hence the necessity for both sets of offerings by the
nessi im.

~NWith their first offering of six wagons and twelve oxen,
the nessi'im expressed how our differences, when applied in
concert and harmony, themselves create a unified people.

The second group of offerings expressed a more profound
unity: that even as we each pursue our divinely ordained role,
each living his life on his "day” in his way, we are all doing the

*same thing. For in origin and essence we are one, and our in-

e ———— e
iv ish " ) ressions

ofa single quest.

( The first aspect of our unity concerns only the end, but
not the means: the ultimate purpose of it all is a smgular)
unified existence, but as long as we have not wmblz
attained this goal, we are separate and apart. The second
aspect, however, demonstrates our intrinsic oneness even
before our individual paths have converged upon the same
destination. It demonstrates how the process of life itself,
as we each apply the talents and abilities that have been
granted us, constitutes a single endeavor: to make our lives

lace to house the all-

truth of G-d.”



